WHAT TIME IS IT?
(Handout for discourse by Br. David Kirkham)

Isa.52:7-8, Dan.12:12-13

· Speaking of those, who when their Lord arrives on the scene rejoice in the “meat in due season” presented to them through that wise and faithful servant,  who, as the years go by, demonstrate their love and loyalty to their God and His great Son by holding fast to the meal set for them. To these to obey is better than sacrifice for these are honest and humble of heart, respecting the arrangements that the Lord provides. These would rather stand alone with God than to enjoy the acceptance, friendship and respect of those around them, whether in the world or family or those claiming to be brethren.   When they find fellowship with those of like faith thy rejoice and special bonds are built upon faith’s foundation, the meat in due season that brings the recognition that our Lord has returned, has resurrected his saints and is fully in charge of the transition from the present evil world to the God’s Kingdom on Earth under the direction of the great Mediator.
We have been given:  Jubilee calculations that point to 1874 as the beginning of the times of restitution and refreshing and the arrival of our Returned Lord;  chronology that points to 1872 as 6,000 years from Adam’s creation, explaining the length of time in the Garden of Eden as being two years.;  anchor for 1878 by the witness of three faithful prophets, Isaiah (Isa.40:1-2), Jeremiah(Jer.16:13-18) and Zechariah (Zech.9:9-12), each referring to Israel’s double, each adding additional information and context.  Why did the Lord stress this time prophecy by three witnesses?
Two signs and/or descriptions of how the day would progress were given to us in our Lord’s Great Prophecy in Matt.24:27-28.  As the sunrise progresses we should see progress as described by the scriptures given to us through the “carcase”of truth.
The framework for understanding all these signs, types, pictures etc. was given to us by our Return Lord through that “wise and faithful servant”, the seven angel, the “man in white linen with the inkhorn”.  God has given multiple witnesses that refer to this particular individual including our Lord in his own great prophecy and also in His Revelation.  Why?  So that we would clearly understand the Lord’s arrangements in dispensing meat in due season, so there would be no doubt when it became understood that there are obligations and requirements involved with this privilege, starting with the call to come out, given to our brethren on the scene when the seventh angel sounded and through whom, is it was through Aaron under the direction of Moses, was given the voice, the meaning, of the three signs found in Ex.4.  Through all three of these voices, Food for Thinking Christians, Tabernacle Shadows & Studies in the Scriptures, along with the witness effort, these three voices, out brethren on the scene would recognize the call to some out of her before her plagues would come upon her.  By this they demonstrated their love and heart loyalty.

Attacks on the Jubilees, chronology or any other truth that was brought to our attention by our returned Lord through the seventh angel, Br. Russell, would, if the attacks were true, mean that our Lord allowed the seventh angel to believe, teach and publish error without correction and consequently, decades of saints have been misled until individuals not mentioned or identified or granted authority in the scriptures to correct the seventh angel came along to enlighten us.  Neither our God nor our Lord would do anything in direct contradiction to their own arrangements and proclamations.

Rev.11:14-19 – Seventh angel is the third woe before the seven last plagues.  The reign of Jesus Christ has begun.  The entire plan of God is revealed (24 elders worshiping), the temple of God is opened (resurrection of sleeping saints).  The prominent position of the seventh angel is established by these texts.

Rev.1:12-20 – vs.13 -  “…girt about the paps with a golden girdle.”  Part of our Lords glory scene. ( Note same description of seven angels in Rev.15:6).  Vs.16 – “his right hand seven stars” – shows prominent position of seven stars.  Vs.20 – “The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches” – gives us the explanation of what the seven stars symbolize.

1Cor.15:40–45 – Proof that stars represent individual spirit beings in the scriptures and that the seven angels ultimately become divine beings.  See also Gen.22:16-18, 24:60, 26:4

Rev.3:14-22 – Describes character of the Laodicean period and the dangers to the church.  Indicates that our Lord will be present and prepared to feed His people, which He does through the seventh angel.

Rev.11:14-19 – Note that the seventh angel is the only angel in Revelation whose message is more or less clearly stated with very few symbols. “Sounded” – To blow or sound a trumpet – Young’s
Rev. 10:7 – “But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.” – The sounding of this angel will bring the complete declaration of God’s plans and ultimately bring the completion of the church.  Hab.2:1-3 (“write the vision and make it plain upon tables…”). Rev.10:3 – “seven thunders” – Volumes & Tabernacle Shadows.

Rev.15:1-8 – Vs.1 - “seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.  (because in them was finished the wrath of God – Diaglott)”  The plagues are symbols of the great time of trouble and this trouble will be finished by these plagues. Vs.6 – “seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and having their breasts girded with golden girdles.”  The seven angels are all in glory (See Rev.1:13 proof text re: golden girdle).   Vs.8 – “And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled.”  The temple (glorified church) cannot become the meeting place between man and God until the troubles (plagues) are complete and the church is complete.  The temple was opened in 1878 with the resurrection of the sleeping saints. 

Matt.24:45-47 (Diaglott & Weymouth) – One of the signs of our Lord’s return and presence is the appointment and activity of a ruler over all his goods, the meat in due season.
Heb.5:13-14 – “Strong meat” is an absolute necessity for those Christians who will reach “full age”.

Matt. 24:27-28 – a “carcass” (meat) will be provided for the “eagles” (more properly vultures) to find.  See Weymouth & Diaglott.
Matt. 25:1-13 - All heard the cry but the foolish had a lackadaisical and compromising spirit shown by their efforts to split the oil with wise virgins.  If the wise had shared with the foolish then none of them would have had the full measure of oil indicating a lowering of standards of truth and righteousness.  If you haven’t done so, we suggest that you spend time reading about how the truth was revealed to Pastor Russell, it is absolutely thrilling and faith strengthening.  With it came trials & siftings that should be very instructive to us.  See R3820

Rev.18:1-10, Vs.1-2 – An angel with great power delivers a strong message with a strong voice.  Vs.4 – The call is made to those who are in danger of two things, partaking of Babylon’s sins and receiving of her troubles (plagues).  See C165-166.  Vs.10 – “one hour” - It is not a coincidence that the Pastor’s ministry was between 40 & 42 years long (1,000/24=41.67).   This call was finished by the Pastor as indicated in Ezek.9:11.


Ezek.9:1-11 – Vs.2 – Six men with slaughter weapons and one man with a writer’s inkhorn, seven total.  They all stand by a brazen altar showing a justified status having been with God (T22).  Vs.3 – “cherub” – indicates God’s power to be exercised through the “man clothed in linen” (T125).  Vs.4-5, The job of the “man clothed in linen” is to intellectually seal, that is, give those who sigh and cry (the saints) the information necessary to protect them or in the case of Rev.18 to physically leave Babylon.  The previous six cannot begin the destruction processes (trouble, plagues) until the “man clothed in linen’s” work is complete.  Vs.9 – “forsaken the earth” – the world is condemned, weighed in the balances and found wanting. Vs.11 – “And, behold, the man clothed with linen, which [had] the inkhorn by his side, reported the matter, saying, I have done as thou hast commanded me.” - 6 are beyond the veil, follow writer.  Complete destruction shown (vs.5-7), indicating time of trouble, day of wrath, and seven last plagues.  In one sense the six follow, in another sense he follows.  Did the Pastor complete this work or didn’t he?  This clearly shows that the role of marking & separating was the Pastor’s role to be completed within his ministry this side of the veil of death.  That he completed his ministry and work is shown in four dramatic ways evidenced by historical facts and events.  1) Turning over of crowns and unripe wheat coming in from the world after 1914 2) Corruption of the Watchtower after the Pastor’s death 3) Loosing of the four winds in 1914 4)  The first plaque poured out in the Communist/Socialist revolutions beginning in 1917  5)  The wind and earthquake processes or phases of the time of trouble shown by the same events.  God’s plans for the destruction of the old order include phases i.e. travail upon a woman;  this is likewise true of  God’s plans for setting up Christ’s Kingdom on earth.

Ezek. 10:2-3  – Note that the inkhorn is gone and now the “man clothed with linen” has the power to execute judgment (“coals of fire”) with destruction upon the “city”.  The “inner court” is filled with a “cloud”, possibly correlating with Rev.15:8 and with the Solomon’s temple picture.

Mega-trends.  These are huge trends that are undeniable, that is, the evidence is overwhelming.  This evidence may point to events in the past or present or to processes that continue to grow in magnitude or towards the completion of a process such as the smiting, grinding and blowing away of Nebuchadnezzar's image.
Times of refreshing & blowing of the seventh trump, that is, the jubilee trump. How is this mega-trend being manifested?

· Removing of Adamic curse. Gen. 3:16-19 

· Women’s  suffrage & removal of oppression of husband.

· Childbirth – infant mortality in US in 1900 – 100 out of 1,000, 1998 – 10 out of 1,000, world – 70 out of 1,000.  Mothers dying in childbirth (USA) in 1900 – 1 in 100, 1980 – 1 in 10,000

· Percentage of agricultural labor force (USA) 1800 – 79%, 1900 – 40%, 2000 – 2.5%

· Length of work week (USA) – 1850 – 66 hours, 1909 – 51, 1950 – 39.80, 1998 – 34.60

· World-wide food production has increased faster than world population while food prices have fallen 50% since 1960.

· Freedom (Liberty) (Lev.25:9-10 -  real & fancied rights become a roar throughout the earth.  Luke 21:24-25 – “ …upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;”
·  Isa. 42:5-16 – “…To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, [and] them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.” 

· Percentage of world population as slaves or serfs:  1750 – 75%, 1917 – 35%, 2000 – 8%

· Percentage of world population under democracies:  1900 – 12.4%, 1950 – 42.9%, 1999 – 63.2%

· Special interests abound.  This is part of the Lord’s great army.  Joel 2:1-11.

· Men are free to experiment with all sorts of social & political programs.

· Legitimate rights are confused with illegitimate rights.  Women’s suffrage becomes the feminist movement.  Worker rights & safety becomes union monopolies & inflated wages.

· Immoralities of all kinds abound under the guise of liberty, free speech etc. so that homosexuality, abortion, slander, character assassination etc. become commonplace and acceptable.  Moral relativism replaces concepts of good & evil and absolute concepts of right and wrong as defined by the bible.

· Lord’s great army – See D544, Joel 2:1-11 for an historical perspective on the beginnings of this army.
vs.1-2 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for [it is] nigh at hand; 2:2  A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, [even] to the years of many generations….vs.8-11 2:8 Neither shall one thrust another; they shall walk everyone in his path: and [when] they fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded. 2:9  They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief. 2:10  The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining:  (Matt.24:28) 2:11  And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp [is] very great: for [he is] strong that executeth his word: for the day of the LORD [is] great and very terrible; and who can abide it?

· Ps. 65:7 “tumult of the people.”
· Psa. 2:1-12
· Isa.17:12-13 (Four Winds loosed in 1914 become final whirlwind)

· Psa. 46:1-
· We have no part in this fight.  Some of the elements of this army are good and some bad.  We should not be involved in various rights movements and we should not endorse in any way unscriptural or scripturally non-described rights movements. 

Increase of knowledge & transportation.  Dan. 12:4 - This has brought a great expansion of worldwide wealth.  Much of this has occurred because God has revealed knowledge regarding the riches of the earth such as carbon based fuels that have lead to unprecedented productivity gains and led to a transportation explosion which in turn has led to a global economy, uplifting everyone economically except where political, social and/or cultural evils have interfered.
Plowman overtaking the reaper. Amos 9:13  – The purpose of the Gospel age is to complete the Bride of Christ and destroy the refuse of the age during the overlapping of the ages, hence the plowman preparing for the new age increasing while the reaper decreases.  Rev.14 – reaping of earth and reaping of the vine of the earth, the treading of the winepress. (Starting in 1914, R5697).  During all this there are blessings being dispensed.
· Wind, Earthquake, Fire(1Kings19) – The winds of war start in 1914, closely followed by the communist and socialist revolutions which have led to all kinds of social anarchy, that is, anarchy of thought.  One definition of anarchy is the absence of commonly agreed upon principles.  The pictures of the smiting of the image, the reaping of the vine of the earth with its winepress feature (Rev.14) depict aspects of plowing the earth, getting rid of the refuse.

Smiting of the Image – Dan. 2:34-35,44  - This is one of those processes that starts off with a bang and as the process continues the evidence of the existence of the thing being destroyed becomes less and less pronounced thus indicating the  process is close to completion.  (contrast)  Times of restitution.

Weak say they are strong.  Joel 3:9-10 - There are at least two manifestations of this condition:  1) Powers prior to 1914 gathering military power when they were in a weakened state 2) Post 1914 break-up of power and jockeying for power by the changing elements that make up society, including special interest groups and government and political experiments that replace the rule of the kings.

Melting of elements –  2Peter 3:10 - Leveling process – Nahum 1:5-6  – At the same time this leveling process is taking place, the entire world is receiving benefits of the times of restitution and the increase of knowledge, thereby increasing world-wide wealth and improving conditions enormously, creating an infrastructure for the meditorial, new covenant phase of the Kingdom.
Israel – There are a number of mega-trends related to Israel.

· Re-gathering – Amos 9:13-15, Ezek. 37:1-12
· Stone of stumbling & fire among wood – Zech. 12:1 – 6

· Nations gathered against her – Zech. 14:2 - Without U.S. role in U.N. it would be entirely against Israel and for her enemies.

Removing of influence of sun & moon, gospel & law.

Matt.24:27-29 - Darwin, Marx, Liberalism, Moral Relativism, pantheism in the form of radical environmentalism, multi-culturalism  – all the isms that deny and/or attack biblical principles and truths.  As society rejects and/or changes nominal churchianity they also throw out the bible and its influence, hence the phenomenal growth in secularism and socialism in Europe and the U.S.  Satan casting out Satan, Matt.12:25-26.
2Tim3:1-7 – Diaglott & Weymouth 
R4728 - “MANNER OF APPROACH OF THESE TIMES(R4976 – equated to Hour of Temptation – worldly spirit intrudes) 

· “The Apostle forewarns the Church, not only of the certainty of such perils, and of their character, but also of their manner of approach. On one occasion he said, "For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. (Such were the great and destructive papal powers.) Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after them." (Acts20:29-30) Some of these Paul and the early Church encountered in their day. 

· “Paul was often in peril among false brethren who, concerning the faith, had made shipwreck, and who greatly withstood his words--his efforts to build up the [R4728 : page 390] Church in the most holy faith. (2Cor.11:26,1Tim.1:19,2Tim.4:14-17) And he shows that from such false brethren, brethren who have erred from the Truth and become teachers of false doctrine, will come the Church's greatest peril in these last times. (2Tim.2:16-18, 3:5.) And in order that we might recognize and beware of them, he very minutely described them, though the clear significance of the warning is somewhat beclouded by a faulty translation, which reads as follows:-- “ 

· Thus revised, the Apostle's language reads as follows: "For men shall be lovers of their own selves (selfish), covetous, boasters, proud, evil-speakers, not of the same mind as were their forefathers (i.e., devisers of new doctrines), unthankful, unkind, irreconcilable, false accusers, without self-control, not mild, not friendly to those that are good--traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God (i.e., preferring their own will or pleasure to the will or pleasure of God); having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof; ever learning, and never able to come to a knowledge of the truth." – We see a form of political correctness among Bible Students that makes this an even greater threat where important issues are avoided so as to not offend, where feelings become the issues and more important than truth.
Days of Lot – Luke 17:28-30  - “revealed”. (apokalupto – to take off the covering, to disclose)

· (Connects to Days of Lot & 2Tim.3) Rom. 1:20-32
Revealing hidden things.  Luke 12:2-3 -  Things used to be hid for long periods of time but no more.
· Talk radio, internet bloggers and cable news offset and reveal bias of liberal print media and universities.

· Also possibly described symbolically in the 7th plague of Revelation.  Rev. 16:17-21  

Wisdom of wise perish. Isa.29:13-16  

· Related to the waning influence of sun & moon– Matt. 24:29 
· Psa. 14:1To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.
· Consider the 4th & 5th plagues in this regard. Our recommendation when considering the subject of the plagues is to keep it simple, rely on proof texts and the consistent use of symbology.  For example, the plagues are poured out upon the earth and just so we don’t miss the point this point it is stressed twice in Rev. 16.  We know and we can prove that the earth represents society.  We know that the earth is made up symbolically of elements, heavens, earth, hills, mountains etc.  In Rev. 16 we are given detailed symbols of these elements that make up society and what will become of them.  We are told in Rev. 15 that the plagues represent the Day of Wrath as they are said to contain the full wrath of God or as other translations put it, by these the wrath of God will be completed.  Simple and consistent.   The simple, direct and proper conclusion is that the symbols plagued represent major components or elements of society.

· Scorched with fire – Rev.16:8-9 

· Knawing tongues – Rev.16:10-11 

· Psa. 107:27 They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wit's end.

Multiply & fill the earth (Gen.1:28) – We see that it is the Lord’s program to accomplish a rapid population increase during the overlapping of the ages in order to fill the earth.  This is timed to correspond with the other mega-trends that we have already noted.  In other words, a rapid population increase cannot occur nor can 6 billion plus people be supported without the infrastructure and conditions that the Lord has provided, albeit imperfectly received because fallen mankind is the conduit for setting these things up.  This also becomes a lesson for mankind in the future when they realize who gave them the increase in knowledge and how these gifts were not utilized in the best manner possible
What time is it?  We are seeing dramatic process fulfillments of the very last signs given to us, the “perilous times”, “the days of Lot”, nations gathered and increasingly antagonistic towards Israel, “the sun and the moon darkened”, “fools” as defined by Psa.14:1 running virtually everything with corruption of all types following them.  Look up!  For you deliverance draweth nigh.  Be steadfast in holding to and defending the “meat in due season” thus demonstrating your love and loyalty to our Great God and our Returned Lord.  “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  Luke 12:32
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