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  The New Creation – Part 1

Chapter One  – In the Beginning

· The creation of the earth and all living things upon it is the result of God’s handiwork, not Natural Law

· The Bible harmonizes with much of what geology and archaeology teaches

· Some rock formations of our planet may be millions of years old per Genesis 1:1,2:

· The creative days were 7,000 years long, not 24 hours

· Rings of gaseous rock, minerals, and lastly, water (Noah’s flood) fell to earth one by one (Vailian Theory)

· God may well have used evolutionary processes to create the lower animals, and even the first one-celled creature.  Such evolutionary processes are now fixed.

· Man was a direct creation of God.

Chapter Two – The New Creation

· The Church class of the Gospel Age is The New Creation – 2 Corinthians 5:17

· The New Creation will receive the Divine nature – 2 Peter 1:4

· The New Creation is tested prior to their resurrection, since their reward is immortality – Romans 2:7

· The New Creature is our spirit-begotten new will

· The two-fold work of the New Creation is: 
(1) gathering the elect, witnessing, and suffering for Christ’s sake, and 
(2) in the Kingdom, Instructing, uplifting, and mediating for the obedient of mankind

· The New Creation’s only scriptural name is Ecclesia, the body, or church of Christ

Chapter Three – The Call of the New Creation

· The high calling is not for all mankind at all times, but only to a called class for a fixed and determined time (the Gospel Age).

· Who are called? The humble, full of faith – 1 Corinthians 1:26,27

· What are the called called to? Holiness (1Peter 1:15,16); Suffering and sacrifice (Romans 8:18); 
Out of darkness into the light of truth, the Divine Plan of the Ages (1 Peter 2:9)

· Christ is made unto us (1 Corinthians 1:30):

· Wisdom
-Humility and a hungering for righteousness will lead us to knowledge of the atonement (Ransom)

· Righteousness (Justification)

-Implies standard of right, and someone out of harmony brought back into harmony with the standard

-By God’s grace we are justified by our faith in the atoning merit of Christ’s Ransom sacrifice

-Our justification now is a reckoned justification to life

-At our resurrection, our justification will be actual

-Ancient Worthies’ justification was to friendship or fellowship with God, not to life

· Sanctification
-Three parts to sanctification: Our part of presenting ourselves, God’s part in accepting, and growth

-Truth sanctifies – not error or ignorance


-Psalm 103:2,3 “Who healeth all thy (spiritual) diseases.” F144-151 Excellent!

· Redemption (Deliverance)

-The full end of our victory, our spirit birth at our resurrection

Chapter Four – The New Creation Predestinated

· Erroneous view of Predestination: Regardless of moral quality all mankind are condemned to eternal torment except a predestinated little flock 

· Correct view of Predestination of the New Creation:

· As a class numbered at 144,000 (Rev. 7:4)

· To a Christlike character (Romans 8:29)

· “Very Elect” refers to only the 144,000; “Elect” includes also Great Company and Second Death class

· Elections in the past: Abraham, Sarah, Eliezer, Nation of Israel, etc.

· In all elections, no injustice is done to the non-elect

· Three encouragements – Romans 8:31; 2 Peter 1:10,11; Acts 14:22

Chapter Five – The Organization of the New Creation

· The permanent organization of the New Creation is on the other side of the veil

· There is a temporary Organization of the New Creation on this side of the veil, and it’s hallmark is Liberty

· Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Teachers promoted liberty and unity in the church
· Bishops, Elders, Pastors are overseers. Humility is most important qualification

· Deacons, Ministers, Servants All elders are deacons, too. Others less experienced or less apt to teach are elected to this office.  All members of the ecclesia are evangelists

· Women’s Province in the Church – Sisters should be accorded widest possible liberty in the affairs of the ecclesia except in the role of teaching (1 Timothy 2:12)

Chapter Six – “Order and Discipline in the New Creation”

· However small the company, there should be order in it (not stiffness or formalism)
· Order begins with the ordaining of elders elected by the vote or stretching forth of the hand of the ecclesia 

· The period of eldership should be one year, or perhaps even less for new elders.

· The number of elders should not be limited but include all who are qualified.

· Only the consecrated may vote to elect elders.

· A simple majority is not sufficient. A 100% vote should be sought.  

· No collections should be taken, therefore, elders should receive no salary, not even expense money

· The administration of discipline is not the function of the elders only, but of the entire Church.
· 1Thessalonians 5:14,15 

-Each should seek to yield something in the interest of general peace to preserve the unity of the Spirit in   the bonds of peace, except where principle would be infringed by such a course.
-“Comfort the feeble-minded”: respect and appreciate those of lesser talents, mental or physical who are laying their all on the altar of sacrifice

-“Support the weak”: encourage and help those whose old creature is more deformed than others

-“See that none render evil for evil” is an injunction to the entire ecclesia

· Character of the Meetings

Instruction

Expression by members of their understanding

Discussion of differing views

Devotion / Testimony – Most Spiritually Helpful!

· Romans 14:5 - Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.

All logical minds delight in reaching a decision, if possible, respecting every item of truth; and this the Apostle declares should be striven for by each member of the Church for himself--"in his own mind." It is a common mistake, however, to attempt to apply this personally good rule to a Church or to a class in Bible-study--to attempt to force all to decide on exactly the same conclusion respecting the meaning of the Lord's Word. It is proper that we should wish that all might "see eye to eye"; but it is not reasonable to expect it . . .
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