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VOLUME 6 – Part 1

It’s been some time since I continued a series of discourses summarizing the volumes. We’ve considered volumes two, three, four and five, so today we’ll discuss the first half of volume six, chapters one through six. 

Overview of Volume 6

Because we often study the volumes paragraph by paragraph, even word by word with a microscope, it’s helpful once in a while to zoom out in our view and see the big picture of an entire volume, and how the chapters relate to each other.  Volume six is a little different from the other five volumes in that the chapters of the other volumes follow a very linear sequence, each chapter building on the points made in the previous chapters.

By contrast, the chapters of Volume Six relate to each other more like spokes of a wheel connected to a hub.  The center, or hub of the wheel is, as the title of the book declares, The New Creation.  The spokes reach out to the chapters of volume six which describe various aspects of the New creation – its call, order, law, rest, predestination, present inheritance, baptism, foes, Passover, and resurrection.  The volume six chapters are harder to briefly summarize because the are collections of thoughts and scriptures bearing on the subject of the chapter, rather than a linear step-by-step argument like the chapters of the other volumes. And at the top, or beginning of the wheel, is a chapter entitled, “In the Beginning” and it deals with, not the new creation, but the old creation – God’s work of the seven creative days.

Chapter One  – In the Beginning

Chapter one is forty-two pages long.  The key points Br. Russell makes in this chapter include, first of all, that the creation of the earth and all living things upon it is the result of God’s handiwork, not the result of Natural Law and evolution as many scientists at the turn of the twentieth century believed.  But then the pastor bends over backwards to explain how the Bible harmonizes with much of what geology and archaeology teaches.  For example, the claim that some of the rock formations of our planet are millions of years old is accommodated by the correct understanding of Genesis 1:1,2:

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

Notice that an undetermined period of time elapsed between the creation of the heaven and earth in “the beginning” of Genesis 1:1, and the start of the creative work to bring order and completion to our unfinished planet in Genesis 1:2, when the earth already was, and had been, for perhaps even millions of years.  However, although rocks may very well be millions of years old, life, whether plant or animal, came into existence within the seven creative days, each seven thousand years long.  This length of seven thousand years for the creative days comes from knowing that the seventh creative day, from Adam to the ages to come is seven thousand years long, according to Bible chronology and secular history.  Therefore we reason, the other six days must be the same length, although some Bible Students argue that the days need not necessarily be identical in length and that the earlier days were longer than seven thousand years. 

However, Br. Russell forcefully states, the creative days were not twenty-four hours long as some defenders of the Bible asserted in an attempt to counter the error of science.

Continuing along the line of how science and the Bible agree with each other in many ways, the pastor explains “the Vailian theory,” named after geologist Isaac Vail, which suggests that the primitive, unformed earth of Genesis 1:1 had a canopy of rings of gaseous rocks, minerals, and water which fell one by one, forming the layers of rock we find all over the earth. The last of these rings to fall was a ring of pure water in Noah’s day.  The flood ended what had been to that time a world-wide greenhouse climate and produced frigid  temperatures at the earth’s poles, the ice age, glaciers, and wooly mammoths frozen to death with grass in their mouths.

Even with evolutionists, we can find some common ground of agreement. On page 35, it says, and this may surprise you:

Let us not contend for more than the Scripture record demands. The Bible does not assert that God created separately and individually the myriad kinds of fish and reptiles; but merely that divine influence, or spirit, brooded, and by divine purpose the sea brought forth its creatures of various kinds. The processes are not declared—one species may, under different conditions, have developed into another; or from the same original protoplasm different orders of creatures may have developed under differing conditions. No man knoweth, and it is unwise to be dogmatic. It is not for us to dispute that even the protoplasm of the paleozoic slime may not have come into existence through chemical action of the highly mineralized waters of those seas. What we do claim is, that all came about as results of divine intention and arrangement, and, hence, were divine creations, whatever were the channels and agencies. And we claim that this is shown by the facts of nature no less than by the words of Genesis; that however the creatures of the sea were produced, they were brought to the condition in which each is, of its own kind--where the lines of species cannot be overridden. This is God's work, by whatever means brought about.
I especially like the first words of that paragraph.  They’re applicable in a lot of discussions  “Let us not contend for more than the Scripture record demands.”  So while evolutionary processes may in fact have brought about lower orders of animals and even the first one-celled creature, such processes were not random, but used by God to bring about His creative design, and those evolutionary processes have been fixed and are no longer in operation.  Further, we emphatically draw the line of evolution’s role at the creation at man, which the Bible declares was, without question, a direct creation of God. The chapter ends with several additional quotations of respected scientists supporting the Bible account of Creation as being in harmony with much of science.

Chapter Two – The New Creation

Chapter two, entitled, “The New Creation”, same as the title of the book, is twenty-six pages long.  This chapter repeats material presented in previous volumes, and begins with 2 Corinthians 5:17 to show that the church class of the Gospel Age is what is referred to by the term, “The New Creation” 2 Peter 1:4 is quoted to show that the new creation will have God’s own divine nature, “glory honor and immortality as Romans 2:7 puts it.  Our Lord Jesus was the first member of this new creation, and his faithful footstep followers share in that same honor.  Two important points made are (1) that the new creation must be tested before their resurrection because if any should attain immortality and later deflect from perfect obedience to God’s principles, the potential for damage would be uncontrollable.  By contrast, mankind receives their resurrection first, and then their test for eternal (but not immortal) life on the earth. And second, the development of a new creation does not imply that the first, or old creation was a mistake or that it will be destroyed.  God’s plan includes two salvations – the heavenly now, and the earthly in the kingdom.

So, what exactly is a new creature? The spirit begotten new mind or new will.  Our treasure in an earthen vessel.  On page sixty-eight, Br. Russell succinctly states the two-fold work of the new creation:

. . . aside from making their own calling and election sure, they have a twofold work to do in connection with the human family from which they are selected. (1) To be God's agents in the gathering of the elect class, delivering the while a witness-message to the world, as members of the atonement priesthood, suffering at the hands of the world because of their faithfulness and the world's blindness. (2) They shall, with their Lord and Chief, constitute a divine, a royal, spiritual priesthood into whose hands the interests and affairs of the world will be committed for the correction and uplifting of each obedient member of the race--mediating between God and man and establishing amongst men a kingdom of righteousness in accord with the divine program for man's instruction and restitution.
Later on, the pastor speculates that after the future work of the new creation is done, perhaps other worlds will receive works of creation and that possibly teachers from earth, having gone through the experience of evil will travel to those distant worlds to tell the particulars of Satan’s deception, the fall of mankind, and the then present kingdom of peace and righteousness on earth.  Next follows a series of types and pictures of the new creation – the Melchizedek priesthood, the temple of Solomon, a captain and his soldiers, a Bridegroom and his bride, a vine and its branches.  Here’s where I wish I could spend so much more time on each chapter because each of these pictures and types is explained with excellent lessons for the Christian, but we have to move on to the closing subhead where Br. Russell asks the question, “By what name should this new creation be called?” And in the back of his mind was the sectarian spirit of the nominal churches who called themselves Catholic, or Lutheran, or Baptist, or Methodist. But the true church should be called by it’s scriptural name, ecclesia, or the body, the church of Christ.

Chapter Three – The Call of the New Creation

Chapter Three is entitled “The Call of the New Creation,” and it’s relatively long at eighty-three pages.  I suppose if I were to try to summarize this chapter in one sentence, it would be that the high calling is not for all mankind at all times, but only to a called class for a fixed and determined time.  In Romans 1:7 Paul addresses his letter “to all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints.”  The same language is in 1 Corinthians 1:2.

So, who does the call go to? 1 Corinthians 1:26, 27 tells us who the call does and does not go to:

For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:

But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;

The humble, full of faith are those to whom the call is made.  What are the called, called to?

Holiness – 1Peter 1:15,16

Suffering and sacrifice – Romans 8:18

Out of darkness into marvelous light – 1Peter 2:9

And as regards this light, the light of truth as contrasted with the darkness of error, we read this on page ninety-five:

We are inclined to believe that in this harvest time of the Gospel age a knowledge of the truth respecting the divine plan of the ages, and the presence of the Son of Man, and the harvest work will be brought to the attention of all the Lord's consecrated ones. We apprehend that thus "present truth," will be quite a testing or proof of proper heart conditions amongst the consecrated here, even as the message of our Lord's presence and the harvest of the Jewish age served to test earthly Israel at the first advent. It is a part of our expectation that those who in this time come to a clear knowledge of the truth and give evidence of sincerity of faith in the precious blood and the depth of their consecration to the Lord's service, and who are granted a clear insight into the divine plan, should be considered as having is proof that they have been accepted with the Lord as prospective heirs with Christ Jesus . . .
And the call of the new creation is for a specific period of time the Gospel Age, the acceptable time of 2Cor 6:2.  By contrast, in the kingdom, mankind will not be called to sacrifice but will be commanded to obedience.

All that’s in just the first ten pages of chapter three.  The remaining seventy-three pages deal with one verse of scripture to explain how God calls.  1 Cor 1:30:

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

Br. Russell treats each of the four parts of this text separately.  Christ our Wisdom is briefly explained in four pages. This first step toward salvation is taken by those who in humility recognize their own sinful state and hunger for righteousness and a relationship with God.  These are pointed to the knowledge of the atonement made available by our Lord’s ransom sacrifice, and thus Christ becomes wisdom to those who accept this understanding.

Then Christ our Justification is explored over the next nineteen pages.  The word justification involves three concepts – a standard of right, someone out of harmony with that standard, and that someone being brought into harmony with that standard of right, that standard of justice. The basis, or ground of our justification is in three parts.  We are justified by God’s grace – Romans 3:4.  We are justified by the blood of Christ – Romans 5:9.  And, we are justified by faith – Romans 5:1.  Putting these three together, it is accurate to say that by God’s grace we are justified by our faith in the atoning merit of the blood of Christ’s ransom sacrifice.

The distinction between our present justification by faith, which is a reckoned justification, and the actual justification we will receive at our resurrection is also drawn.  Then the question that begs to be asked is addressed.  What about the faithful ancient worthies, Abraham, Moses, Jacob, and the others who died long before Jesus.  In Romans 4:3 Paul wrote that Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness, or justification.  How could justification be obtained by anyone before the death of Jesus?  Again a distinction is drawn, this time between our justification to life, and the ancient worthies’ justification to friendship or fellowship with God.

The concept of tentative justification is presented, and Bible Students have wrestled with it ever since. I won’t even try to summarize it in twenty-five words or less.

The third step to salvation is Sanctification which is discussed over the next thirty-nine pages, and is defined as a setting apart for holy service.  Consecration is another word for sanctification.  Showing the progression of the three steps thus far, on page 121 it says, “Sinners are not called to sanctification, but repentance; and repentant sinners are not enjoined to consecration but to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ unto justification.  Sanctification is only urged upon the justified class.” . . .  If I were to ask you to name the two parts of sanctification, you’d all say, our part, and God’s part.  But there are actually three parts to sanctification.  Listen to this from page 133:

Sanctification has not only two parts, namely, man's part of entire consecration, and God's part of entire acceptance, but it has additionally an element of progression. . . . we are, therefore, to grow in sanctification daily, as we grow in knowledge.
We are sanctified by the truth. Error will not sanctify, neither will ignorance. That familiar expression is from page 138.  Next Br. Russell points out that emotion is not sanctification. Those whose consecration God accepts and sanctifies should not expect an outward manifestation of that acceptance, nor an inward exuberance unlike anything ever experienced.  Each will feel the joys of faith and peace according to their own individual temperament.

Next comes what are arguably the best six pages of the entire sixth volume, on a personal level.  On page 144 is a subhead titled, “Who healeth all thy diseases,” taken from Psalm 103:2,3

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;
The diseases spoken of here are spiritual diseases – doubts, lack of faith, difficulty controlling the flesh, etc. This is from page 145:

Many New Creatures, however, have not learned how to deal with these soul sicknesses or diseases and are rather inclined to say to themselves--"I have failed again. I can not approach the throne of heavenly grace until I have demonstrated to the Lord my good intentions by gaining a victory." Thus they defer what should be their very first procedure. Seeking in their own strength to gain the victory, and with their minds harassed by their previous weakness, they are in no proper condition to "fight a good fight of faith" with either their own flesh or the Adversary, and defeat is tolerably sure to come; and with it will come a gradual cessation of appealing to the Lord, and a growing submission to the intervening clouds which hide from them the sunshine of divine favor. These clouds they gradually come to esteem as in their case unavoidable. The very opposite course should be pursued: As soon as the error of word or act or deed has been recognized and the injury to another made good as far as possible, the throne of grace should be promptly sought--sought in faith, nothing doubting.
If you are burdened with feelings of failure, that you are no longer loved by God because you have disappointed Him too many times. If you discern a cloud between you and your Lord, read these pages.

The chapter ends with a four-page discussion of the last step to salvation, redemption, or deliverance.  The thought of this word deliverance is the full end of the Church’s victory, our spirit birth at the death of our earthen vessel. But we have a share of that redemption even now by faith in the promise of our heavenly reward, and in that we are now embryo new creatures, begotten to that spirit nature which will be fully ours if we are faithful to our high calling.  Thus is Christ made unto us wisdom, justification, sanctification and redemption, or deliverance.

Chapter Four – The New Creation Predestinated

Chapter four is titled “The New Creation Predestinated,” and it’s a relatively short thirty-two pages long.  The predestination or election of the saints, the church of God is referred to in quite a number of scriptures.  In this chapter, Br. Russell begins with the erroneous view of election,

The erroneous view of election, briefly stated, is that God, having condemned the whole race of mankind to eternal torture, elected to save of our race a "little flock" only—permitting the vast remainder to go down into unspeakable horrors to which divine foreknowledge had predestinated them before their creation.

Repeating much of what we find on this subject in volume one, the true understanding of predestination or election is then presented, namely that the saints of God are predestinated as a class, not as individuals. The number of that class was predestinated to be 144,000 (Revelation 7:4), the character of the members of that class was predestinated to be like that of their master (Romans 8:29), and the work of the class was predestinated according to the purpose of God (Romans 8:28).  That’s the two-fold work we mentioned earlier in chapter two.

The difference between the elect and the very elect is also explained. The very elect are the little flock, the 144,000, while the elect includes the very elect plus all who were ever spirit begotten. Some of the elect, because of lack of zeal in fulfilling their covenant by sacrifice receive the lesser reward of the great company, and others of the elect who willfully turn their backs on their vow, their God, and his righteousness are destroyed in the second death. 

Various elections in the past are cited to show that this is God’s often-used way of dealing with mankind.  Abraham was elected to be a type of Jehovah, Sarah a type of the Abrahamic covenant. Eliezer was elected to be a type of the Holy Spirit. The Pharaoh in Moses’ day was specifically raised up by God to work out the events in Egypt according to God’s plan.  The entire nation of Israel was elected to be several types and shadows, among them the elect new creation.  The important point is made that in all of these elections, no injustice was done to the non-elect.

As he often does, Br. Russell ends this chapter with words of encouragement, this time three words of encouragement. The first from Romans 8:31, “If God be for us, who can be against us?” The second from 2 Peter 1:10, 11, “Brethren give diligence to make your calling and election sure.  For if ye do these thing, ye shall never fail.” And the third, an exhortation to be prepared to work hard to make our calling and election sure from Acts 14:22, “We must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.”

Chapter Five – The Organization of the New Creation

Chapter five is entitled “The Organization of the New Creation,” and it’s seventy-eight pages long.

Br Russell gives pretty good summary of the entire chapter in first two pages. Listen to these excerpts:

As the New Creation will not reach its perfection or completion until the First Resurrection, so its organization will be completed only then. The temple figure illustrates this: as living stones we are now called, or invited to places in the glorious temple, and, we come to Jesus, who, as the Father's representative, shapes, chisels, fits and polishes us for places in the glorious Temple of the future
However, the Scriptures recognize . . . a temporary organization which permits each member of the prospective Kingdom to be a sharer with the great Teacher and Master Builder in the preparatory work of "building up one another in the most holy faith"
As we proceed to a minute examination of the divine arrangements for the present time, it may surprise many to discover how much liberty the Lord has left to each individual member of the New Creation:
In the next eleven pages, Br. Russell contrasts the simple organization of the church in the apostles’ day with the elaborate church systems of our present day. Among the differences, a claim of apostolic succession which lords over the congregation. There were only 12 apostles, no more. Also, strict laws and regulations, titles, ceremonies, etc. And a spirit of secularism – sects, divisions and denominations. 

The temporary organization of the new creation has at its head one lord and beneath him the twelve apostles, Paul taking the place of Judas.  And there is no more than one head, and there are no more than twelve apostles as some church organizations claim for their present-day leaders. Over the next twenty-six pages, the commission and inspiration of the apostles is discussed.  And the point is made that the apostles themselves were not infallible in their every deed, but their teachings were inspired and overruled to be without error. 

Then in the final thirty-eight pages of the chapter, the pastor outlines the scriptural basis for the temporary organization of the new creation as congregations or ecclesias.  These thirty-eight pages would made an excellent class study.  Here are the main subheads, and a few points from each.

“Apostles, prophets, evangelists, teachers” from 1 Corinthians 12:28 which speaks of the church as one body with many members.  This subhead revisits the point made at the beginning of the chapter, namely, that the hallmark of the organization of the new creation is liberty.

Many men of many minds have favored more or less strict organizations, and so we find Christians throughout the world today organized on various lines and with more or less rigidity, and each claiming advantages for his particular denomination or system of government. This is wrong! . . . The tendency of the human mind is either toward anarchy on the one hand, or toward tight organization and bondage on the other. The divine arrangement, avoiding both of these extremes, marks out for the New Creation an organization simple in the extreme, and devoid of everything akin to bondage. Indeed, the injunction of the Scriptures to each individual Christian is, "Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage."
The unity of the body is also emphasized on page 240:

Unity of faith is desirable; it is to be striven for--yet not the kind of unity that is generally aimed at. Unity is to be along the lines of "the faith once delivered unto the saints" in its purity and simplicity, and with full liberty to each member to take different views of minor points, and with no instruction whatever in respect to human speculations, theories, etc. The Scriptural idea of unity is upon the foundation principles of the Gospel. (1) Our redemption through the precious blood, and our justification by demonstrated faith therein. (2) Our sanctification, setting apart to the Lord, the Truth and their service--including the service of the brethren. (3) Aside from these essentials, upon which unity must be demanded, there can be no Scriptural fellowship; upon every other point fullest liberty is to be accorded, with, however, a desire to see, and to help others to see, the divine plan in its every feature and detail.
“Bishops, Elders, Pastors.”  The meaning of the word translated “bishop” in the New Testament is “overseer.”  All elders are overseers, and among the elders, natural ability will guide them into service as evangelists, who tell the truth to others, or pastors who look after the interests of the Lord’s people individually, encouraging them and strengthening them, and prophets, or public speakers. The scriptural qualifications of elders are reviewed, with humility being the most important.

“Deacons, Ministers, Servants” 

In this short, three-page subhead, the point is made that the word deacon comes from the Greek “diakonos”, meaning servant. Thus, all elders are deacons, or servants, too. But there is also a class of servants elected to the office of Deacon who are not yet as experienced or apt to teach as elders.  The martyr Stephen was the first deacon. Also, any member of the ecclesia is called to be an evangelist, to tell the truth to others, whether an elder, or deacon, or neither. Further, evangelism today is done, not so much by the spoken word of gifted orators, as it was in the past, but rather in the written word distributed by colporteurs, in tracting, through the mail and other means.  So you see, we’re all evangelists, even if all we do is put an address label on a newsletter at a service meeting.

“Woman’s Province in the Church”

I’m going to stay pretty close to Br. Russell’s wording here to keep myself out of trouble with the sisters.  Here’s a quote from page 264

Nothing is clearer than that sex is ignored by the Lord in the selecting of his Ecclesia of the New Creation. Both males and females are baptized into membership in the "one body" of which Jesus is the Head. Both are, therefore, alike eligible to a share in the First Resurrection and its glory, honor and immortality, on the general condition, "if we suffer with him we shall also reign with him."
And on page 272:

Summarizing, we suggest that the most liberal interpretation possible should be given to the inspired Apostle's words respecting the scope of the liberty of the sisters in the affairs of the Church. Our judgment of this we set forth thus:

(1) The sisters have the same liberty as the brethren in the matter of the election of the Church's servants--the Elders and Deacons. (2) The sisters cannot serve as elders or teachers in the Church, because, the Apostle says, "I suffer not a woman to teach." (1 Tim. 2:12) This, however, need not be understood to hinder the sisters from participating in meetings not of the teaching or preaching kind; such as prayer and testimony meetings, Berean studies, etc.
That first item, that women could vote in class elections, is pretty modern for that time, considering that when this volume was written, women didn’t have the right to vote for president in this country. And when Br. Russell was of college age, women weren’t allowed to enroll in the university my daughter now attends.

Chapter Six – “Order and Discipline in the New Creation”

Chapter six is entitled, “Order and Discipline in the New Creation,” and its another long chapter – seventy-six pages.  In the first few pages, Br. Russell explains what he means by “order.”

However small the company, there should be order in it. By this word "order" we do not, however, mean stiffness or formalism. The order which works best and most satisfactorily is that which works noiselessly, and of which the machinery is quite out of sight.
Order begins with the ordaining of elders who are elected by the vote or stretching forth of the hand of the ecclesia members.  In Br. Russell’s day, ordination by seminaries, church hierarchies and so on was the norm. Other points made about the election of elders include:

The period of eldership should be one year, or perhaps even less for new elders.

The number of elders should not be limited but include all who are qualified.

Only the consecrated may vote to elect elders.

A simple majority is not sufficient. A 100% vote should be sought.  Listen to this quote from page 282:

In worldly matters the voice of a bare majority decides; but evidently it should not be so in the Lord's Ecclesia, or body. Rather, so far as practicable, the jury-rule should prevail and a unanimous verdict or decision be sought. The brother receiving a bare majority in the vote could scarcely feel comfortable to accept that as "the Lord's choice," any more than could the congregation. Another candidate able to draw the support of all, or nearly all, should be sought for, by vote after vote, week after week, until found or the matter abandoned; or let all agree on the two or three or more who could serve in turn and thus meet the ideas of all. But if fervent love for the Lord and the Truth prevail, with prayer for guidance and the disposition to prefer one another in honor, where talents are on an equality, it will generally be found easy to unite in judgment respecting the divine will on the subject.
No collections should be taken, therefore, elders should receive no salary, not even expense money, except in a few rare instances where an elder gives up his job to enter the pilgrim service full time, and then only reasonable living expenses should be provided from voluntary donations.

Next is a discussion of discipline in the ecclesia based on a scripture I often wave in front of brethren in dispute, Matthew 18:15-18. The subhead begins with these words on page 289:

The administration of discipline is not the function of the elders only, but of the entire Church.
Then follows a ten-page examination of 1Thessalonians 5:14,15:

Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men.

See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men.
Then follows this gem thought on page 299 in the context of warning the unruly:

If we were all perfect, and our judgment of the Lord's will perfect, we would all think exactly the same—there would be no particular necessity for submitting one to another; but since our judgments differ, it is necessary that each consider the other and the other's standpoint of observation and judgment, and that each seek to yield something in the interest of general peace--yea, to yield everything so as to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace in the body of Christ, except where principle would be infringed by such a course.
I’ve been told, and correctly so, that I’m stubborn, although I prefer to describe myself as having an abiding confidence in my judgment.  We’re all stubborn to some degree.  A strong, decisive character is necessary to making the choice to consecrate.  “But it is necessary that each seek to yield something in the interest of general peace.”

To comfort the feeble-minded means to respect and appreciate those of lesser talents, mental or physical who are nonetheless laying their all on the altar of sacrifice.  To support the weak means to encourage and help those whose old creature is more deformed than others, rather than despise and discourage them.  And, “see that none render evil for evil” is more than advice, it is an injunction to the entire ecclesia.

After considering Hebrews 10:24,25, Br. Russell delivers what I think are the best fourteen pages in the entire volume for the ecclesia, starting on page 312.  The subhead is entitled, “Character of the Meetings.”  And the pastor gives four propositions regarding the character of meetings which I’ll read:

(1) Instruction is necessary--in the more purely prophetical matters and also in the moral doctrines, and in respect to the development of the Christian graces.

(2) Because of more or less differing methods in the use of language, and because of more or less obtuseness of mind and varying degrees of spiritual perception, as between those who are babes in Christ and those who are more mature in knowledge and in grace, it is advisable that opportunities be afforded at which each will be encouraged to express his understanding of the things which he has learned, either through reading or hearing, to the intent that if his understanding of these things be defective it may be corrected by the statements of others on the subject.

(3) There should be frequent regular meetings at which reasonably full opportunities would be given to anyone to present what he might believe to be a different view of truth from that perhaps generally held and approved by the Ecclesia.

(4) There should be not only devotional services connected with all meetings of the Lord's people, but experience shows the profitableness of each one, in the hearing of his brethren, confessing with his mouth, either in testimony or in prayer, his devotion to the Lord.
Here are a few more quotes with elaboration on the first and fourth of these propositions:

Respecting the first proposition: We are living in a time when doctrines in general are being sneered at, and when quite a good many claim that doctrine and faith are of no value in comparison to works and morals. We cannot agree with this, because we find it entirely out of accord with the divine Word, in which faith is placed first and works second. It is our faith that is accepted of the Lord, and according to our faith he will reward us, though he will properly expect that a good faith will bring forth as many good works as the weaknesses of the earthen vessel will permit. This is the rule of faith everywhere laid down in the Scriptures. "Without faith it is impossible to please God." "This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith."

Our fourth proposition: Growth in knowledge is very liable to detract from devotion--strange as it may appear that it should be so. We find our capacities so small, and our time for religious things so limited, that if attention be energetically directed in one channel it is apt to lead to dwarfing in other directions. The Christian is not to be all head and no heart, nor all heart and no head. The "spirit of a sound mind" directs us to cultivate all the fruits and graces which go to round out and complete a perfect character.
In closing this discussion, the pastor says that after the devotional or testimony meeting which is the most helpful in spiritual growth, the next most helpful is a type of meeting that we would call a selective study or question meeting.  After that would be a “Berean Circle for Bible Study,” which we call a volume study. And last in order of helpfulness to spiritual growth, by implication, is a discourse.  So it may disappoint you to realize that right now, at this very moment, you are sitting in the least profitable session of the day. I hope you’ll all be back here at 11:30 for our volume study.

Returning to an oft stated principle, liberty in the ecclesia, the next subhead looks at Romans 14:5:

One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.

This is from page 326:

All logical minds delight in reaching a decision, if possible, respecting every item of truth; and this the Apostle declares should be striven for by each member of the Church for himself--"in his own mind." It is a common mistake, however, to attempt to apply this personally good rule to a Church or to a class in Bible-study--to attempt to force all to decide on exactly the same conclusion respecting the meaning of the Lord's Word. It is proper that we should wish that all might "see eye to eye"; but it is not reasonable to expect it . . .
Then follows a ten-page order of service for funerals, including a word-for word funeral discourse.  I wish I had remembered that was in volume six before I gave my first funeral sermon a few months ago. You rediscover something every time you read the volumes.

This chapter ends with a restatement of the point made earlier that no collections should be taken. Our donations are to be voluntary, and unlike the tithing or donation of a tenth practiced by some, we give our all of not only money, but time and talents not first mortgaged to family obligations.

Conclusion

Well, I said before in talking about the predestination of the new creation that in all the elections of God throughout the ages, no injustice was done to the non-elect.  I’m afraid that in my election to summarize half of Volume six in one hour has done a great injustice to the book.  I was able to mention only a very few of many excellent points made in this best of all handbooks for Christian living as an individual and as an ecclesia.

May we all make our calling and election sure.

The best example of this linear sequence is volume three. In volume three, chapter one is an overview of the entire book.  Chapters two through eight explain prophecies regarding:


The Time of the End in 1799


The Days of Daniel starting in 1829

The Cleansing of the Sanctuary in 1846

The Time of Harvest, beginning 1874

The Work of Harvest – gathering the elect

The Result at the end of the Harvest –The Deliverance and Exaltation of the Church

And what begins in the Harvest and continues into the Kingdom – The Restoration of Israel

And chapter nine is a review chapter that summarizes the points made in the entire book. Do you see the linear, chronological sequence of the chapters in Volume Three?
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