VOLUME FIVE – THE ATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD AND MAN

Chapter One – The Fact and Philosophy of the Atonement

“The doctrine of the Atonement lies at the very foundation of the Christian religion.”

· Adam was created perfect, sinned by willful disobedience, and brought the entire race of mankind under the penalty of death.

· God has a program of atonement in which He is both just and the justifier of mankind.

· God’s program of atonement has two parts – the satisfaction of justice and the bringing back into at-one-ment with God as many as are willing in the Kingdom.

· God’s program of atonement includes the death of Jesus as a Ransom for all to satisfy justice and remove the death sentence.

· Thus far only a little flock of Jesus’ footstep followers have received the benefits of the atonement.

· This church class of footstep followers, together with Jesus will constitute a royal priesthood in the Kingdom, which will remove the blindness, error and degradation Satan has brought upon mankind for the last 6,000 years.

· At the end of the Millennial Kingdom, the great work of at-one-ment will be completed, and there will be no more sickness, pain, sorrow or death, and all things will be in harmony with God.

Chapter Two – The Author of the Atonement

· Jehovah God is the author of the great plan of atonement.

· Salvation is of the father and by or through the son.

Chapter Three – The Only Begotten One

· Jesus had a pre-human spirit existence and was the highest of all God’s creation – the only begotten of Jehovah, properly referred to as  “a god” – a mighty chief of the angels.

· Jesus volunteered to become flesh for a time and for the purpose of carrying out the Divine will.

· Jesus’ resurrection wasn’t as flesh but with honor and glory to the highest of spirit natures, the divine nature.

Chapter Four – The Undefiled One

Error Refuted: Immaculate Conception (Mary was perfect).

Truth Presented: Mary was imperfect, but Jesus’ living energy or being came from his perfect father, Jehovah, while Mary provided the organism. –  1 John 3:5; Hebrews 7:26

Chapter Five – “Made Like unto His Brethren”

Error Refuted: Jesus was just a human being.

Truth Presented: Hebrews 2:17 says Jesus is like unto his justified brethren, not sinful mankind.

Chapter Six – “David’s Son and Lord”

· Jesus is David’s son through Mary’s line from Nathan, not Joseph’s from Solomon, because the kingly line was taken away from Solomon for tolerating idolatry.

· Jesus is David’s Lord because he is Lord of all – the living and the dead (Acts 10:36; Romans 14:9).

Chapter Seven – The Son of Man

Errors Refuted: (1) Jesus acknowledged Joseph as his father (2) Jesus is now a human being in heaven.

Truth Presented: Jesus is the son (the promised seed, Messiah) of the man Adam.

Chapter Eight – The Channel of the Atonement, The Holy Spirit of God

Error Refuted: Holy Spirit is a person, part of a Trinity.

Truth Presented: Holy Spirit is:

· God's power exercised in any manner, but always according to lines of justice and love, hence a holy power.

· This power may be an energy of life, a physically creative power, or a power of thought, creating and inspiring thoughts and words, or a quickening or life-giving power, as it was manifested in the resurrection of our Lord, and will again be manifested in the resurrection of the Church, his body.

· The begetting or transforming power or influence of the knowledge of the Truth. In this aspect it is designated" The Spirit of Truth." 

Chapter Nine – The Baptism, Witness, and Seal of the Spirit of Atonement

Three baptisms: (1) Jesus at Jordan, (2) disciples at Pentecost, (3) Cornelius

The Witness:

· Was I ever drawn to Christ as my redeemer?

· Did I ever fully consecrate myself, my time, and my talents to God?

· Are we having trials and pruning experiences that indicate we are part of the vine?

· Are our trials resulting in growth in the fruits of the spirit?

· Do our hearts delight to do God’s will and sacrifice our own aims?

· Do we discern that we are different from the world and out of harmony with its spirit?

· Are we glad to confess that Jesus is our redeemer and to tell others the truth?

· Do we have an interest in and a growing understanding of the doctrines of truth?

The seal is the witness promising glory, honor and immortality if faithful.

Chapter Ten - The Spirit of a Sound Mind

“The thought we wish to impress is that on whatever plane of mental decrepitude, immorality or unwisdom the truth and grace of God shall reach a man or woman, it will lift him up and make him or her the nobler, the purer, the kinder, the gentler, the more considerate of others--in proportion as he or she receives this new mind, the Spirit of a sound mind.”  -- 2 Timothy 1:7

Chapter Eleven - Supposed Objections Considered

Twenty-one specific scriptures that seem to support the error of the Trinity are explained correctly.

Chapter Twelve - The Subject of the Atonement - Man

Errors Refuted: (1) Man has an immortal soul (2) Man evolved from monkeys. (3) Hell

Truths Presented: (1) Man IS a soul, the sum of body and breath of life.  (2) Death is oblivion. (Ecc 9:10)

Chapter Thirteen – Hope for Life Everlasting and Immortality

Error Refuted: Man has an immortal soul.

Truth Presented: Man’s hope of life everlasting is in the atonement provided by Jesus.

Chapter Fourteen – The Necessity for the Atonement – The Curse

Error Refuted: The curse in Genesis is a future curse of torment in the afterlife.

Truth Presented: The curse is the present “dying thou shalt die” permission of evil.  The curse will end.

Chapter Fifteen – A Ransom for All 

“There is no room for quibbling or disputing the meaning of these texts.  And the more this thought of a ransom--a "corresponding price"--is considered, the more force does it seem to contain, and the more light does it shed upon the entire work of the Atonement. The thought, and the only thought, contained in it is that as Adam, through disobedience, forfeited his being, his soul, all his rights to life and to earth, so Christ Jesus our Lord, by his death, as a corresponding price, paid a full and exact offset for Father Adam's soul or being, and in consequence for all his posterity--every human soul--sharers in his fall and in his loss.”

Chapter Sixteen – The Ministry of Reconciliation or Atonement

“The ministry of reconciliation or at-one-ment is participated in by the entire "Royal Priesthood" of which our Lord Jesus is the Chief Priest or High Priest. All the Priests share in the "better sacrifices" which have progressed throughout this Gospel age, and which will be finished with its close and all who thus share the sufferings of Christ shall likewise share his future glory as participators with him in the great and glorious ministry of reconciliation of the Millennial Kingdom.”  – Revelation 2:10


