THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON – PART 2

Chapter Eight – The Cries of the Reapers

· James 5:1-4.  The fraud is the demonitization of Silver by Congress in 1873, which put the United States on the gold standard and put farmers at a disadvantage.  

· Modern day results of the demonitization of silver include international currency trading and credit card debt, which will figure in to the collapse of the global economy.

Chapter Nine – The Conflict Irrepressible

· Respected statesmen, journalists, clergymen, etc observe society strained by the conflict between rich and poor, along with a decline in morality.  

· While they lament the situation and can see it getting worse, none has a viable solution to offer.

Chapter Ten – Proposed Remedies – Social and Financial

· Mostly sincere thinkers offer various remedies to avoid the Irrepressible Conflict.  

· All have been tried in some form; none have worked, given man’s present imperfection and inability to govern himself unselfishly.  

· In the Kingdom, none will say, “We could have made it work, if only we had tried…”  

· Our attitude today should be one of moderation and reasonableness, and we should be examples of honesty, and Godliness.

Chapter Eleven – The Battle of Armageddon

· Two types: Trouble upon Israel in Jewish Age Harvest, and French Revolution

· Causes of French Revolution: concentration of wealth; oppression of the masses, hostility toward privileged classes, better educated lower classes, loss of respect for royalty, corruption and waste in government, abortive attempts at reform.

· The violence of the French Revolution was retributive – retribution for past wrongs

· The Lord’s Great Army (Joel 2:2-11) does not include the saints of God, but is made up of (1) defecting uniformed soldiers; (2) discontents, socialists, anarchists, etc, (3) heathen peoples.

· Jacob’s Trouble (Jer.30; Ezek. 38, 39) is the final blast of Armageddon upon regathered Israel in Palestine

· More Jews must return before this prophecy can be fulfilled

Chapter Twelve – Our Lord’s Great Prophecy

· Matthew 24

· V3: Three questions - When shall these things be? What shall be the sign of thy presence and end of the Age?

· Jesus ignores the first question and answers the other two

· Prophecy given to tell disciples: (1) second presence is distant, (2) they will be tried and persecuted, like Jesus

· V4,5: False Messiah’s are not the few impostors over the centuries (see verses 23-27)

· V6-8: History of the nations during the Gospel Age – wars and rumors of wars

· V9-13: History of the Church (true and nominal) during the Gospel Age - afflictions and love grown cold

· V14: Gospel preached for a witness (not to convert) = Bible distributed in all languages

· Luke 21:20-24: Trouble upon Natural Israel in Jewish Age Harvest

· Back to Matt 24:15-22: Gospel Age Harvest (not a repeat of Luke 21:20-24) because (1) abomination = Papacy (2) trouble worst ever (3) no flesh saved (4) following verses definitely Gospel Age Harvest

· V23-27: False Messiahs are not impostors or even Papacy during Gospel Age.  False Messiahs are (1) combined Catholic and Protestant Church, claiming to be body of Christ, (2) spiritists claiming to talk to Jesus in seances

· V29 Literal dark day of 1780 and meteor shower of 1833 merely figures.  Sun = Gospel truth; Moon = Mosaic Law; Stars = apostles; heavens = nominal churches.  Dark day = truth obscured by error.  Stars falling = false teachers set up in place of apostles word.

· V30 “Then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven”

Chapter Thirteen – Establishing the Kingdom

· The Kingdom is:


God’s Kingdom by His plan and power


Jesus’ Kingdom as active ruler and God’s representative


The Saints’ Kingdom as kings and priests with their Lord and Bridegroom


The Ancient Worthies are earthly representatives

· The heavenly phase of the Kingdom was “set up” in 1878.  All that remains is the completion of the Church class

· The kingdom work of the saints on this side of the veil includes (1) gathering the elect (2) saying unto Zion, “Thy God reigneth” (3) declaring the Day of Vengeance of our God

· Setting up the earthly government awaits the completion of the church.  First the ancient worthies will be resurrected, mentally, morally, and physically perfect (perhaps incognito at first, and disbelieved by Gentiles) 

· The resurrection of mankind will be at the request of prayer, perhaps in accordance with the heart condition of the requestor.

Chapter Fourteen – Jehovah’s Footstool Made Glorious

· Isaiah 66:1; 60:13; Zechariah 14:4.  Mount of Olives = Kingdom of light, peace and blessing. (olive oil was used for light and  ointment; olive branch is a symbol of peace)

· Jehovah’s feet = Divine favor and law established on earth

· Half of mount to the north = Heavenly (spiritual) phase of the Kingdom

· Half of mount to the south = Earthly phase of the kingdom, with valley of blessing in between.

1912 Foreword

· Text of a public sermon given in 1912 when “We stand at the brink of Armageddon” was a popular presidential campaign slogan (R5137).  

· Rev. 16:12-16.  “Armageddon” refers to the Hill of Megiddo, signifying “mount of destruction”

· Several Old testament battles were fought there

· Symbolic of battle between God and Mammon, truth and error, right and wrong

· Dragon = Civil Power;  Beast = Papal System;  False Prophet (Image of the Beast) = Protestant Federation

· Rev. 13:5,17.  Two-Horned Beast = Church of England.

· Giving life (vitalization) to Image = apostolic authority to preach and suppress teachings it does not approve

· Rev. 16:13. Three unclean spirits like frogs = warnings of dire consequences if the decrees of the churches and governments are ignored or even questioned.

· Two events must precede Armageddon: vitalization of Image, and larger return of Jews to Palestine

1916 Foreword

· Millennial Age is already gradually dawning

· Increase of knowledge has brought easing of labor, but also greater discontent

· War in Europe is costly, both in terms of human life and crushing debt

· Returning soldiers will need jobs 

· Some events and developments have gone on longer than anticipated, but the outcome is certain.
