THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON – PART 1

· Volume Four has two forewords – the usual 1916 foreword plus the text of a sermon given in 1912 entitled “The Battle of Armageddon.”  

· In 1912 the title of Volume Four was changed from The Day of Vengeance to The Battle of Armageddon. (Reprint 5137).

Chapter One – The Day of Vengeance

· The Day of Vengeance is a day of trouble to be dreaded, but the vengeance is upon nations, not individuals.

· Volume Four was written to forewarn and comfort the household of faith in the coming turmoil.  

· In Isa. 63:1-6, The conqueror = Jesus;   Edom (the country) = Christendom (Christian nations, civil governments and nominal church systems);   Bozrah (the city) = nominal church systems;   Winepress = final work of harvest.

Chapter Two – The Doom of Babylon

· Prophecies in Isa. 13 and Rev. 18 have both a literal and symbolic fulfillment, since literal Babylon was destroyed long before Revelation was written.

· Babylon can symbolize three different things: 

-Only the Catholic church system, (Babylon the city)

-Catholic and Protestant church systems (Babylon the city)
-Catholic and Protestant church systems plus the civil governments and society in general. (Babylon the empire)

· The prophecies are against all of Babylon – civil and ecclesiastical.
· Babel originally meant confusion from the confounding of languages at the Tower of Babel.  In the Chaldean language, Babel evolved into Babil which means Gate of God

Chapter Three – The Necessity and Justice of the Day of Vengeance

· Matt, 23:34-36.  Two precepts of justice: 

-Future generations may bear the punishment for sins committed by past generations.

-God holds men accountable for not only what they know, but for what they would know if they learned God’s lessons.

· These two precepts taken together form the “Law of Cause and Effect.”

· Civil governments and religious institutions have ignored history’s lessons for centuries.  The harvest will settle the accounts.  

· Not all responsibility rests with society’s leaders.  Individuals are responsible for their own selves.

· Even the heathen nations will be held accountable (Rom. 1:18-32) and will suffer the downfall of Babylon because the welfare of the heathen nations is closely tied to that of Christendom.

Chapter Four – Babylon Arraigned Before the Great Court
· Arraignment is a formal reading of charges.

· God and Jesus are the judge; the accused are the monarchy, aristocracy, and the clergy; the witnesses who both hear and testify are the now-educated world..

· The charges against the civil powers are:

-extravagant spending.

-spending their countries into debt.

-spending too much on weaponry.

· The charges against the aristocracy are that they concentrated too much wealth into too few hands, to the detriment of the masses, creating tension between rich and poor, capital and labor.

· The charges against the clergy include perverting the truth and laying up treasures on earth instead of ministering to the spiritual needs of the people.

Chapter Five – Babylon Before the Great Court. Her Confusion – National
Luke 21:22,25,26.  Kings and emperors see the trouble on the horizon and are perplexed and confused.  A war was being fought somewhere in Europe in every single year of the 1800’s.  Some monarchs were even talking about abdicating their thrones.  The arms race, which nobody wanted and yet no one could stop, caused men’s hearts to fail them for fear.

Chapter Six – Babylon Before the Great Court.  Her Confusion – Ecclesiastical

· Luke 19:22.  The characteristics of the nominal church systems that demonstrate their confusion include:

-Ignoring the Bible and teaching for doctrine the God-dishonoring precepts of men

-Teaching conflicting doctrines that cause antagonistic divisions

-Adopting ritual forms of godliness in the place of heart-worship

-Including worldly entertainment in church services to draw in otherwise disinterested members

· The charges against ecclesiasticism are (1) Inconsistency, (2) lack of piety, and (3) failure to accomplish her mission of converting the world, proving it was not God’s mission.

· The World Parliament of Religions (Chicago – 1893) in its attempts at unity gave the impression that heathen religions are as valid as the Gospel of Christ.  Isa 34:4; Rev. 6:14.

Chap Seven – The Nations Assembled, Preparation of the Elements for the Great Fire of God’s Indignation

· Zeph. 3:8,9.  Modern technology (mail, telegraph, telephone) have drawn the nations closer together, but it is commercial selfishness that has driven the gathering of nations.

· The rich see the fire coming and hope their accumulated wealth will protect them from the anarchy.

· Liberty and knowledge have increased, but controlled by selfishness, the result has been harmful.

· While the industrial revolution has raised the standard of living for many people, selfish competition, fueled by more women in the workforce, cheap foreign labor, and technological advances will result in fewer jobs at lower pay, economic depression, discontent and riots.

· Wars are no longer fought for land and power, but for commercial markets.  Trusts (monopolies) are another oppressive force contributing to the fire about to blaze.

