Volume Two
The Time Is At Hand

"The time is at hand for the establishment of the Redeemer's Kingdom.  Nothing Intervenes" 

Chapter One — Special Times and Seasons Divinely Appointed
Understand volume one before you read volume two.  Prophecies are given to quicken, ripen and separate wheat from tares, and to strengthen, comfort, guide, and encourage the church. God appreciates and rewards with understanding, those who inquire into the deep things.  

Chapter Two — Bible Chronology
The span of time from Adam to today can be determined accurately from Bible accounts and reliable secular history. That span is about six thousand years, not tens or hundreds of thousands.  The key date where the Bible leaves off and secular history takes over is 536bc—the first year of Cyrus of Persia.  The date of Jesus' birth can be determined as being bc 2, not bc 4.
Chapter Three — The Fulfillment of Time Prophecy at the First Advent of Christ

The Seventy Weeks of Daniel 9:24-27 is the only prophecy that points to the beginning of the Jewish age harvest and Jesus' first advent.  Using the principle of a prophetic day equals a literal year, the seventy weeks symbolize 490 literal years from 454 bc to 36 ad.  The seventieth week began in 29 ad.  Jesus was "cut off" in the midst of the week, in 33 ad.  Cornelius, became the first Gentile convert at the end of the seventieth week, 36 ad.

Chapter Four — The Times of the Gentiles

Luke 21:24 declares that the Times of the Gentiles intervene before the kingdom can be established.  The Gentile Times began in 606 bc, and were seven "times" or seven prophetic years long, equaling 2520 literal years, ending in 1914 ad.  Seven conclusions relating to the Times of the Gentiles are:

1.  In 1914, the Kingdom of God will begin to assume control and shortly be firmly established.

2.  It will be manifest to all that Jesus is and has been present, doing the preparatory work of setting up the kingdom.

3.  The church will be complete.

4.  Jerusalem will be restored to favor.

5.  Israel's blindness will begin to be turned away.

6.  The great time of trouble will reach its culmination.

7.  God's kingdom will be shown to have been in the earth and organized and ready to smite the Gentile 
image of Daniel chapter 2, as soon as the Gentile times expire.


(See the forward for Pastor Russell's final comments on the above points)

Chapter Five — The Manner of our Lord's Return and Appearing

· Jesus' return will be invisible, not with fire in heaven and destruction on the earth.

· Jesus is no longer flesh, but spirit.

· Jesus' post-resurrection appearances calmed his disciples and confirmed their faith.

· At his second advent, Jesus strengthens us by his word of truth.

· The world will discern Jesus' invisible presence by His exhibitions of power in man's affairs.

· Symbolic verses describing the manner of Jesus' return must conform to plainly literal texts.

Chapter Six — Earth's Great Jubilee

· The purpose of this chapter is to show that Jesus returned invisibly, in the year 1874.

· Major Bible characters and events are typical - symbolic of God's larger dealings with His people.

· The Jubilee was highly typical of the restitution of all things promised in Acts 3:19-21.

· The Jubilee cycles of seven times seven years followed by the fiftieth jubilee year point to the times of restitution beginning in 1874 by two independent calculations - the jubilee as a type, and the jubilee in prophecy.

· The astounding conclusion that Jesus returned invisibly in 1874 is the direct result of Acts 3:19-21, that if the times of restitution have begun, then the great restorer must be present!

Chapter Seven — The Parallel Dispensations

God's dealings with individuals and nations in Biblical times are types or illustrations of His larger dealings with other of His children at later times.  The Jewish and Gospel Ages are remarkably similar.  

        JEWISH AGE
          GOSPEL AGE

Nominal and Real fleshly Israel
Nominal and Real spiritual Israel

Wheat and Chaff
Wheat and Tares

Earthly covenant
Heavenly covenant

Typical tabernacle and priesthood
Better sacrifices, Jesus the high priest

Captive in literal Babylon
Captive in nominal church systems

The time feature of the parallel dispensations is of particular interest.  Both ages were 1845 years long, so parallel dates and events will always be 1845 years apart.  Also important is Jesus work as Bridegroom, Reaper and King in each of His advents.  See tables on pages 218 and 246.

Chapter Eight — Elias Shall First Come

Malachi 4:5,6 requires that "Elias must first come" before the kingdom can come.  Therefore, this text intervenes.  John the Baptist was an antitype of Elijah, but the real antitype referred to by Malachi is the Church class which has come and will shortly complete her work so that the establishment of the kingdom can follow.  There are numerous similarities between the lives and works of Elijah, John the Baptist, and the Church.

Chapter Nine — The Man of Sin - Antichrist

2 Thessalonians 2:3 is also an intervening text.  The Man of Sin, however has been revealed, as the Papacy - the office of the Pope, by the nature of its many evil deeds and general character.  However, Antichrist's final end is also prophesied and will shortly come to pass in the bright shining of Jesus' presence.

Chapter Ten — The Time is at Hand

The time is at hand for the establishment of the Redeemer's Kingdom.  Nothing intervenes.  The Times of Restitution have begun, the Lord is present, and the Gentile Times have ended.  Elias has come and the Man of Sin has been revealed.  Four objects of God in giving time prophecies to us are: 

· To give us the comfort of knowledge

· To equip us to bear witness to the world of God's unfolding plan

· To enable us to stand firm in the truth, undeceived by the errors that will ensnare many

· To spur us to greater zeal as the days grow shorter


